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Skateboarders: Unite!
Enthusiasts discuss

future of 2-4-8 Skate Park

by Paul DelGuidice
for the Villa Park Independent

Nearly 40  skateboard
enthusiasts assembled at the
Iowa Community Center on
Saturday, November 10 to
show their support for the 2-4-8
Skate Park. Led by local artist
Paulina Jimenez, the meeting
was designed to bring skate-
boarders, parents and Village
officials together to discuss the
future of the facility.

Jimenez explained that this
meeting was the beginning of
an organized effort to ensure
Villa Park would have a place
for skateboarders to practice
their sport. This ‘coalition’
would be a private concern,
not affiliated with Villa Park
government or the Parks & Rec
Department.

“Having a clean, safe facility
to skateboard at is important to
everyone here and Villa Park
as a whole,” Jimenez said. “We
must keep our mind on that
goal.”

Village President Joyce
Stupegia, Village Trustees
John Davis, Dave Hegland
and Jeff Blankensop, and
Parks Superintendent Marlon
Hummell were also on hand to
hear what Jimenez and other
organizers intended to accom-
plish. Joe Simanski, a long-
time skateboarder and owner
of a graphic design studio in
Villa Park, spoke to the crowd,
which ranged in age from 7 to
17 ;

“We want something more
state-of-the-art for a skate

park,” Simanski said. “You
guys are going to hit a lot of
obstacles, but if you persevere,
you can do it!”

Simanski explained he has
been a skateboarder since the
mid-70s and still rides in his
40’s. He knows first-hand the
prejudices leveled against the
sport and is willing to help
the current generation of skate-
boarders overcome those prob-
lems and further their chosen
sport.

In early August, there were
many complaints about noise,
trash, and graffiti at the 2-4-8
Skate Park. Located in an old
tennis court near Jefferson
School on the north side of
town, the facility had deterio-
rated and was getting overrun
with “bad elements,” including
suspected gang activity.

President Stupegia mentioned
at a Village Board meeting that
there might not be any other
option than to close the park
permanently.

Some regular users of the
Park volunteered to clean up
the facility, raking leaves and
throwing out trash as well
as painting over graffiti. The
clean-up took place in early
September, and efforts have
been made to keep the park
clean.

Villa Park police have
increased patrols in the area
and are enforcing the “closed
at darkness” rule. According to
Officer Dan McCann, incidents
of vandalism and other crimes
have dropped to near zero since
the clean-up effort.
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“We still get some com-
plaints,” McCann said. “But
the gangs and other non-skaters
have pretty much gotten the
word to stay away from the
Park.”

Keeping the current park, but
improving it with better, safer
ramps and “tricks,” was also
discussed Saturday.

Hummell explained that
the 2-4-8 Skate Park was
still the ideal location for a
skate facility, adding that the
Parks Department has taken
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a close look and determined
that improvements are indeed
warranted. However, a modern
facility could require as much
as $250,000 to build.

“Current conditions at the
Park are fair,” Hummell said.
“New railings and ‘feet’ on the
ramps will be installed. These
are temporary fixes.

“Depending on financing, the
final project could take about
two years.”

A completed, modern Skate
Park facility mainly hinges

on financing, with the Parks
Department seeking grant
money from both public and
private sources. While the
planning phase is underway,
Jimenez hopes to organize the
skateboarders themselves to
improve the current park, and
also to have a say in the future
facility. Simanski encouraged
attendees to be “‘model citizens’
while skating and to join the
organization and help keep the
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Skate Park a safe facility.

The first event organized by
the coalition (with the help of
the Parks & Rec Dept.) will be
a “Pack the Place” celebration
on Wednesday, November 21
from 2-4 p.m. This is the last
day of the ‘season’ for the 2-4-8
Skate Park, as it will then close
for the winter. The party is to

feature skating, a deejay, food
and contests. The Recreation

Department plans on taking a
group photo to be used for a
recreation brochure cover.
“I'm hearing such positives
right now about the Skate
Park, I'm excited,” President
Stupegia said.
these skateboarders motivation
and enthusiasm, I see success |
coming out of this effort.”
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