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Group of seven stand up for
skate park on Monday night

by Lawerence W. Synett

With leaves changing color and the
impending winter drawing near, seven Villa Park
teens are hoping that when the Villa Park 2-4-8
Skate Park closes for the winter, it will not be
closed for good.

The seven teens voiced their support to keep
the skate park open at Monday night’s Villa Park
Board of Trustees meeting.

“We have heard so many things. It’s going to
be torn down. It’s going to be relocated,” said
Dillon Schea, 16, who spoke on behalf of the
seven teens. “It needs to stay open because it’s
keeping us off the streets.”

The skate park, located near the intersection
of Terrace Street and Harvard Avenue, opened
in the fall of 1997.

As the years went on, the skate park closed in
the early fall of 2001 because the facility was not
being taken care of. The skate park reopened in
the spring of 2002.

Just over a year ago, Villa Park Village
President Joyce Stupegia requested that the
skate park be closed because of repeated
complaints from nearby residents.

The residents complained of disturbances
and the destruction of village property, which
included gang activity, car racing, loitering,
graffiti and excessive noise.

The skate park has since received more
complaints, and this past August the parks and
recreation department and village board
considered closing it.

According to Schea, around 20 to 30

residents use the skate park on a daily basis, and
it is not the skateboarders who abuse the it, but
rather people who just “hang out” in that area.

“It’s not us, it is other people,” said Schea.

With the skate park preparing to close for the
season, Villa Park Village Manager Bob
Niemann stated that the village and parks and
recreation department will be looking at ways to
improve safety at the park.

One thing that will be looked into, stated
Niemann, is skate park hours, and the possibility of
moving it to a more central location in the village.

Niemann also stated that there have been no
major complaints over the last month or so.

Villa Park Village Trustee Dave Hegland
voiced his short-term plan for the skate park.

“I believe that we can begin this process by
deploying a camera at the skate park.” said
Hegland. “Concurrently, we should help the
skaters organize themselves and seek corporate
sponsorship to rebuild the skate park with better
lighting, better fencing. smoother skating
surfaces and quieter ramps.”

Villa Park Village Trustee Jeffrey
Blankensop, who thanked the teens for showing
their support for the skate park, believes some
changes should be made.

“I believe there needs to be set times when
the park is open and closed, and when closed,
the park needs a perimeter fence with a gate that
can be locked up for the evening,” said
Blankensop. “Skateboarding is a mainstream
sport and the village should maintain its position
in offering this type of resource.
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